If this story has a beginning | suppose its inspiraticmmeone morning back
in 1974 when theAugustedition of AassicCars arrived. The cover carried a
picture of one of the most beautiful cars my 18 year old eyes had ever seen.

As | turned the pages the Tulip Wood Hispano only

o . . - -
WHnSpam- increased in beauty. | was captivated, smitten and a long
T simmeringlove affair began.
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At 18 Ipossessedeither the skills othe finance to do
anything other than admire the pictureshich i didover

and over againBack in 1974here was ndurningto the
internet for further reading or picturesmy local library
carried little or nothing and the magazine refused to enter
into any dialogue about the car. So it seemed as if this love
affair would be fleéing like ships that pass in the night.
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follow, but buried somewherewas that most beautiful of

visions.Out of sight maybe, but out of md | think not.

Fast forward to 2007, my son has just got married and the
receptionheld in our barmow has to be clearednd(i KS 3 NRSyYy LldziFurthériofe (2 ay 2
¢myd F Nt#n8 i returned to me.

In 1998at the tender age of 43, my wife andécide on a complete life change and opt for early

very early retirement. Stepping down from a very stressfulgals a financial analyst find | have a
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such project.

I have always been resourceful and hated waste of any kind. This has lead me to hoarding objects
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garden but try as | might | could not face scrapping it. In 1987 | had bou@®l.5ton Mercedes
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named her, served us well travelling around Europe, Sco#ard acting as a great viewing platform

' at local airshows.

However even Mercedé€xust and

Lisa was no exception but with only

65k kilometres on the clock |
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to the crusher They say that life has

many defining momentsral from

where this one came from | know

not.... but | woke up one morning

with the Hispano on my mindVhat



followed was ajuick trip inmy recentlyhighly2 NBIF yAaSR f2Fd FyR KS& LINBAaG2
appeared from years of hibernation. Nearly 33 yeatfter | had first seen her she was staring back at

YSo® L KI@S G2 are aKS RARyQil 2271 | Mharai2f RSNJ (K
GKS al Y$S 02 tffaBtyiébked alder thar mMy®ad had looked when | was 18.

Have yowever bumped into an old girlfriend in later life? Its difficult to desctheefeeling but you
seem to go a little light headed, a little tongue tied amlittle silly all at the same time.. As | turned
the pages this was one such momenhe next sp was put a plan together.

As theseeds were sownthe excitement began to buildnd with ape measure in hand cut away
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millimetres different (the length | couldodsomething about). The height was a problefout not

insurmountable.

With the real love of my life Juliedoing thesteering- | hooked up the tractor and draggedsaup

to the house for a better look. Time had not been kind astsgstood out in tle elements for
around 10 yearsg whilst we built up arr business of converted railway wagons as holiday homes.
However the more | looked underneath the more | was impressed with theddessolidity¢ a
testament to German engineering.

Over the nekweek| unboltedthe body mountings and carefully disconnected all the wires, feeds,
steering, handbrake etihat attachedthe body and chassis togetheit this stag nothing was

thrown away or discardednd later this was to proviavaluable, as were theopious photographs
took.

Thenwhen | thoughtall was cleared | confirmettiis by carefully jacking the body up. Plan A was to
raise the body sufficiently high enough to draw out the chassis but when itheh3teetube began
to buckle under themmenseweight | decided plan B was a better option. Call the scrap man and
Gl AlLoeg AL 2FFo

He duly turned up within 4 hours and was ambivalent
to the difficultyfacing him Problem one.... can you
remember June 2007, in particular the weather? Well
this was thatMondayand we were located mid way
betweenthe two heaviest rainfall areas in the
country.... Scrap men are hargyon pcandnon

health and safetyypes and on this particuladay they
confirmed all 3qualities.

After 3 hours of pulling riving pushingfli A y3 2K | YR YdzOK | dzS8vewere2 y Ay 3 @ |
free. | mus confess to being a little sad at seeing her body disappear into the glaathyvet
afternoon.

What was left only the brave, committed, and insanely
stupid would even have considereds Ahaveall three of
the above qualities all | could see was a 1924 Tulip bod
HispanoSuiza racing caHowever | must confess to




having to blink a few timeis order to bring this vision of loveliness into sharp focus
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depends on what task two.is...
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so | walked away for the day and had a think

and a drinkThis worked so well that | would

use his method many times over the coming

months.

I came back the following day with a simple

plan. My Father taught us that everything

~ | happensforareasogS @Sy AT &2dz Ol yQi
B - : = .. thetime. So quite simplyhe first thing to do

was to get the englne tooax |nto life After ten Iong years of slumber and severs¢vere Northern

winters. The reasdngwas simple If | could get the engine to run then not only would that be a job

less butin mymind it would be sign. A sign that says this inanimate abjecA & { $iviothy 3 & 2 dz &
savingpd® f Sia 3I2¢

If you everembark on any major projettaving a clear focus arubjectivegives you quite a lift. It
was in this frame of mind that | prepared the engine for life when all of a sudgemopes were
dashed Although | had made it clear to the scragen to be carefug in returnthey would havea
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this was that as the body was lifted it cauglaf all thingsthe expensive lift pump. Worsepon
inspection the 3 bolimountingflange had been broken along 2 of the 3 mountings rendering its
function almost useless.

Despair again descended and after ringing around (Bsdealerswho were absolutelyuseless
which came as a big surpridéke localBosch dealer was more helpful amdentifiedthe pump and a
new unit. They say projects such as this are tempered with highs and lows of equal intensity and
frequency.Now was another high, only to be dispelled by agghal and opposite low when he told
me the price....

| retired to the house, filthy, fed up and facing failure...... Tea &
time are great healers and so they again proved. Upon inspection
the breaks weranot onlycleanbut complete.l checked thgoump
itselfand found it to beundamaged and perforingas well as the
day it was made. Thgamage was totally confined t¢the broken
mounting bracketwhichwasimpossible to weldHoweverL Q R
heard ofa glueQ I f fig8id®Rmetak that many raved of......

J B VELD was inexpensive and did just what it said on the tube. |
reworked an old jubilee clip as a clamp and 24 hours iaemed
the repair was very strong, so it looked like werebackin
business. The instructions said you could grindrill it, tap it in




facttreatit just like meta) SE OS LJi & 2 dz O2 dzf Ry Qeithesfdldd Rordqiired ne2 RI G S
to purchase a replacement.

With the fuel pump renstalled, new filters a make shift fuel taakd fresh fuel addedie only
needed power to the starter motor and we would know whether el the nucleus of a project or
not. Now the 508d is a 24 volt start 8socking great 100 amp hours wired in seviesild be
needed. These were temporarily robbed from my \@fgeneator.

Preliminary checksonfirmed the engine was not seizdthd plenty of oil (no water or radiator
needed as my intentiowas not to run for lonjj Last but by no means least | looked for the biggest
screwdriver to short across the starter and weuldbeNS | Ré @ CAyl f OKSOl1a vy
across the starter to make sure all the theory worksi.LJ- NJ a Ff& |yR GKS Sy3aays$s

starter turns the flywheel.

....now for the big start. Contact! And before the motor has turnezbenpleterevolution, voila, it
burst into life and settled into the most evari tickovers. It was as if Lisa had been in slumber
overnightc andnot the actual 10 yearshe had lain dormant revved it like all frustrated F1
drivers dq imagining it was a Mclaren Mexdes leaving the Spa péne- and let it stop. Eureka, we
were truly inbusiness and if my Father is to be believed thirelya sign....

The following morning one of the worst incidents of the whole project occurred. Which in hindsight
turned outto be the inspiratioruponwhich | would cajlon more than oneccasion.

My newly married son and his wifad returned from honeymoon. He had left all smilegith his
lovely bride and returned to find his father stricken wéhapidly deterioratingcase ofsenile
dementure.
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classic car magaziraad pointed to the pictureas a feeble answer but he was unimpressed. | must

confess that when he summarisédK I G L 61 & LINRBLRAAY3I S@OSy L GK2dAFf
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way and even now it soundsnore thana little daft. But on more than oneccasionl would ket those

wordsact as inspiration and encouragement to further the project. | dare not, cannotl&etilet

this project fail This however was not the firsttimeavenL. G K2 dzZa K& LQR f2ad Yeé YI |

Over the next few days | beaveradiay and began to realise that | could not makesgact replica
of such a beautiful beast and that compromisesuld haveto be made. My finances and lack of
engineeringskills & facilities plus certain hurdles that would be impossible to surmountdaé t
recognised. Although | was realistionethe less | was still enthusiastic and full of energy to
complete a vehicle that would be worthwhile. In addition one of my goalsnetenlyto construct
a car that looked like the Hispano but more importamédycreated what it was like to drive one of
these monsters.
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like a modern euro box with a fibreglass outer skin. Now this is fine provide@ thlaat you wat.

However vhat | wanted was a car thatdroyé@ 2 dzy RSR YR 0 S KaciggaR THeA 1S | M
engine was big powerful and lazy, witlhdlesof torque ¢ and yes it was diesbut so what? Audi

and Peugeot arblazing a traiat LeMansand look set to entinue to do so. Ettore Bugatti once
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lorry.... The geachange would be heawpositive, but heavy. The brakes would be powerful and

again would needonsiderable pressure as they lacked a servo but this pedal pressure was what
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brakes that he copied them. It had lesgdrings, a drop front axlenda qualily of engineeringnot

found these daysRurthermore | had saved it from being discarded becatses old, because it

had a rusty bodpnd because it was a dies@his andny pile of old Mahogany would lead me to

the biggest recycling project in, in, wellthre history ofmy back garden.....

Within a fortnight all the
ancillary gubbins had been
removedand stored. The engine
gearbox and steering had been ©
removed and eveithing was ,
stripped, cleaned and sprayed.
As | mentioned earlier the track | = —
was pretty much perfect but the |
wheelbase was woefullpo

long, as Lisa was a lwb | would
need to remove 37 inches. :
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blind leading the stupid
bought the most expensivieacksaw ever and a packet of equally high quality blades.

There® a saying measure twice cut once and this was no time trdpe with those sentiments. In

fact | think | measured about 10 times.eTheauty of working with such a quality piece of

engineering is that you know it was made by machines in a jig so it is manufactured to the

millimetre. Scribing 2 datum points | markdtetproposed cut lines carefullye-measured and re

measured again.dlamped 2 very substantial angle brackets to each chassis leg to act a support
whilsttheOdzi G Ay 3 6l a4 Ay LINPINBaIad ¢KSasS g2dA R | faz2z | f
together again prior to welding.

& Even though | was apprehensive of this

process it all went really well and here |

learnt another lesson. Take your time,
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comfortable with when all théheory

usually works. It was a piece of advice |

would call upon several times.

The chassis was butted bagether and
clamped firmly once the measurements
were again all checked. Roll out the stick




welder and crank up the amperage. | tacked everything, checked straightness and again measured
e the diagonals. Aouple of hourdater both joints were samed, plated
and just in case bolted with stainless steel bolts as well.

Now anyne who has ever made anything knows that as you complete a
certain stage you just cannot help yourself but pretend wh@tgbing to
look like when i® finished. The other thing thalways happens is that

you somehow manage to convince yourself that after this marastage
has been completed thef@ really not much left to do.... Those of you
who have never made anything ignore the previous paragraph.....

The rolling chassisl say rolling but with the brakes seized on rolling is
perhaps a little exaggeratiornwasstill sitting too highNow was theime

to remove manyndividualspring leaves and see what wan be donelt@ worth remembering that
this is no Airfix kit, therare no instructions, no real plans, just photographs and furthermore there
are precious few engineers | know wivere even remotely prepared tassist So removing leaves
and correcting ride heiglwaspurely a matter of mix and match, trial and error.

Although only a rolling chassiscan assure you
there is an awful lot of metal in a Mercedes
rolling chassis. So removing leavelsath slow
and laborious Several hours later andvitas
beginning to look something likevanted

The engine and gearboxase hell of a lump,
both in sizebut more importantly weight.
Originally both were mounted right at the front of
the chassisvhich is totally wrong for this project
and would need to moved further back. The beauty of working with sughality chassis the way
in which the designer and the builderdheeally thought abouits constructiong if only theBritish
motor industry had shown suatedicationand foresight we might still hae one

The engine mounts
are really a work of
art both in design
and construction.
The netresultwas
that re-sitingthe
engine and box was
one of theeasier
tasks. Once in place
the rolling chassis
looked almost ready
for Brooklandg;

well perhaps thats a
little bold ¢ but




consideringny starting poinit looked fantastic.

Where next? The body vith | was looking forward too could now be stariacearnest The original
wasreputedlymade from Tulip wood or was it? During the weeks of cleaning welding, cutting and

re-siting, | had spent a lot of time researching the racers history. Ebaot for the first timeg was a

useful source of information spares and articles on the Hispano. It turns out that altiioegh

original owner Andre Dubonnet commissioned it in Tulip wood this may have been a little white lie.
Mahogany looks to have been the wibasedbutéi dzf A LJ 622 R o0SAy3 | o6SGGSNI &
owning a Seiko watch and telling everyor@ @&n Omega...Personally | could care less but with a

garden full of Mahoganyhis decisiorwasakin tothe choice of Hobson...

| had scanned in the photographs arakenmeasurements. Everything was reproduced in
photoshop and after hours of toil | hadset of body plans that would be as good as | was likely to
get. Plywood was chosen for its strength, availability and easeeofousghe floor and formers.
These wald be covered with Mahogany suitably glued and
screwed all topped off with an exterior varnish.

Sounds easy sitting here writing this artidet | can assure

you there was an awful lot of preparation and not eduent
swearing. When | said | had a garden full of Mahogany, what |
meant to say was the previous March we had had the
Mahogany framed double glaziivgour housereplaced with
UPVC double glazing. Therefore 16 window frames had to be
dismantled and tured into one eighth inch strips of around 8
to 10 foot lengths.




Weatherproof white pva glue was selected after careful trials proved this to be the most durable
and flexible of the options. A very useful little additignot available in Dubbonnets timewas my
air powered nail gunThis is anost useful toolwhich allowed the positioning of wood accurately
instantlyand singlehandedly A boon wheryour are known locally asBilly no mates the
eccentrié...

Over the following weeks | absolutely enjolymyself, bendig cutting, planning and fitting hundreds

of strips of wood. It wagiso much a task more therapy, radio 2 kept me company during the day

and lwouldgaugeli KS GAYS o6& FAYAAKAY3I gA0GK NIRAZ2 nQa ai
sheded down and left outside for the night as the brakes were binding so mmoking proved

impossible without a tractor.

i
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After my sons comments | vowed that he would not see its progression until the project reached a
stage where its owmomentum wouldensure completion. During the late summer / early autumn
2007he visited many times but the location of our house dictateduld see him coming andl.is&
was sheeted dowlio restrict his prying eyes and acerbic comments. Whenever he arrived |
» ; pretendedl| was in the middle of
something elseNever the less, &
would always steer the
O2y@SNEIGA2Y (2 aK2ga
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reveal annoyed me intently. He also
called me Dick Van Ry ala
CaraticusPotts, but | would smile
bite my lip and remember thatld
LJK NJhé \8ho kaughs last laughs
longest . Although | said little and
took a huge amount of stick, |
garnered strength froneach

derisory commentvith the mental reply ... just you wait.

By Octber the chassis was completed and the body from the firesgaltwardswas structurally
soundand roughly shapedlhe weather broke and the time was nigh fisa to be wheeled into the
garage and sheeted dowgermanentlyfor
the winter.

Fast forward taJanuary 200&nd our
daughter announces a@ctober2008
wedding in our barn. After the celebrations
of the announcement she asks if the 5 yea#®
project wooden car (which only my wife
had seen up until then) would be ready to §
take the bride to church?
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thought about it why not? B here that phase 2 of the plan begins to be hatched. The church in
guestion is no more than 3 miles away along very rural quiet back lanes. This dctober when
historically the weather is generally fine and dry. | slept on the request and about a week later told
her and her fiancé that this was the plamone deal. All | had to do how was complete it.......

Al & m There are times when you get a bieeyour bonnet and the

’ problem grows and grows until it stops you totally. Well the
seized brakewerejust such a time. The drums are
monstrousand with them seized on appeared impossible to
remove. An engineerwho was stopping in our converted
railwaywagon homeg yes another project that | may tell
you about one day. He said that he thought a slide hammer
g2dzZ R R2 (KS 220 L R2yQid KI @S
anyone who hagsut it did prompt me with an idea. My
engineer grandfather who had died som® ears before ,

left me many of his tools in his will. Convinced | would
become an engineandthese would be useful. As it
happened| became an Accountant and many of these
tools had lain undisturbed for the duration.

i
.

rear drnivers

One such piece of equipment wasab puller, not a Halfords type, a socking great hub puller that
removed flywheels from gasgines with ease.... | retrieved it and lo if | left the wheeldlmnlegs

would engage perfectly with the slots in the wheels. Not as designed | know butiiegdNithin

the hour the drums had been removed from the axles and cleaned. Again these are small points to
the reader but to me this was Christmas and 2 birthdays conabinkicked myself for not having
started sooner. In fact again all through my lifeenever there has been a problem | have found

that to confront it head on is always the best solution for it rarely turns out as bad as you imagined.

My celebrations were short lived however when | stripped the brakes down to find all four slave

cylindersin a poor state. After numerous telephone callmist ofdespondency descendegbt

again Mercedes EVEN WITH THE CHASSIS PLATE AND LOG BOOK IN FRONT OF ME THEY COULD N
IDENTIFY THE VEH)Qh# they did, | had no chance sburcingthe replacementsSeveral very

helpful motor factas later and | was told that the only solution was a company in the Black Country

who could import them from Switzerland, at £58 each and £75 carriage, plus affdiby the way it

would take 6 weeks.....
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throw money at this scheméowever haibrained,but make and recycle as much as possible.
Brakesthoughare a different matterand the thought of brake fédure whilst drivig my precious

cargo to the church and ploughing through the collected thrdomgpfly entered and then left my

mind....

Still when all else failts best toresort to tried and tested methag] sowalk away and have a cup of

tea. In a previous life my expertigethe financial world andn the computer brought me wealth

and an early retirement, time to see if those skills could be refocused. EBAY is the simplest and most
useful website knowntoman 2 St f OSNIFAyfte& (G2 alAaLIyYy2 YIyE |3
seems to be a trait in my life that | always find the item that | was looking for yesterday, never the
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and there in the listing werdWheel CylindesMercedes 508, 608 Drum, 197498%. | had to blink

twice, upon entering the site it transpired that the seller had..... 75 to get rid of and there was a

discount for more than one...& bythe way he also had the brake hoses.

Its at times like these you do believe there is another force which gently pushes you/somg.

AN} YRRIFIR dzaSR (G2 alré aD2R KSf LA i fedperedtkiewitiK St LJa
Godzi 3I2R KA caughtihedpitythed Bt @S a ¢ dot theKirstény ghahdilad appeared

in my thoughts, he was an engineer, a boat builder ah®iA Ry Qi (y26 Fyeé o0SGGSNI L
in thinking he was in some way watching over and guiding me along.

Fixing tle brakes was a simple matter, in fact by the end of the

week you could say that | was an expert on Mercedes 508 brakes.

In view of the ethereal presence of granddad] A &1 ¢ KI R 0SSy
christened Hery (In his honour) and now with Henry movable he

saw dayight again as | wheeled him out into the sunshine. | know

IQe mentioned this before but the engineering on this vehicle

appreciaed more and more. It had stood all winter in freezing

conditions in my barn on a carpet and in that time not one drop

of oil diesel or fluicthadmarked tte carpet.

The bearings, brakes and in particular steering, were a work of art

in engineering terms. | was more than impressed and convinced

that this was a chassis worth saving. Along with the spiritual help

| felt | was recwing Itruly felt that dHenry actually wanted to be

saved and was helping wherever possible. | know this might sound a little daft but thosesreader

who have an empathy with mechanical bits and bots growadivallylove them They talk to them,

name them, eat breath and sleep with them s@itnot surprising that you grow to love them. Those

of you reading this who merely pay for everything to be done and send it away to a garage never
SELISNASYOS FyeidKAy3a tA1S GKS dXAR 12 To diak 2 &) IzA 41152 YR

| believe in life that the big man who sits above us all sends us just enough in the way of problems
that we canjust about cope with. The next 2 hurdles certainly felt like | was being pushed to the limit
of my resourcefulness and ingenuity. Because of the major repositioning and modification of Henry
it would be impaossible to utilise the pedal3espite numerous @s of tea, ty as | mightl could not
re-use the pedals.

EBAY here we come. Several were availgbléexpensive; and all meant for racing cars. | filtered

my choice down to a site selling WILWOOD, primarily because WILWOODS technical site is. excellent
It gives dimensions, solutions, spares numbers and dealers, in@e&h#t many English sites

should take notice of. Now this purchase was considered for a long time asgoivago be the

single largest purchase of the build to date. The greaigf@bout EBAY is its instantaneous, you buy

it now, the money electronically changes hands and you just wait for the postmar@Thattheory.

When | bought these pedals the guy selling them had no bad feedback and appeared genuine. 2
weeks later ad mary unacknowledged emails lat&rnothing.He might be on holiday, he might be
busy | thought, but both these excuses were dashed when an email arrived from EBAY. It stated



quite clearly this seller had been struck off and that | was invited to start puvesdo reclaim my
money.d&Please note that you are not necessarily guaranteed a refund and the process can take up
to 6 weeks.

In desperation | looked at his site again and noted thatn thatvery morning a buyer had left
negative feedback stating| 9{ ! / whhyY ! b5¢5bhobo¢5 {5 9{!I[h h2¢LL¢bICE & | A &
gla | asSit 2F LISRIfta GKS alyYS Fa YAYSe® ¢KS LIKNI &8

ItQ not a nice feeling to be duped and | was feeling a little low as | walked from the computer roo
to Henry. Not only had | lost somer®us cash but | had spent 2 weeks waiting for sesisent
goods to arrive.
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over the last year and has been both helginl enthusiastic in his comments. We chat daily and he
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he saysthere on the front seat is a packageside werethe pedals | had been waiting for. Mark and
L KI @S Iy I 3NBrwtdyidileave& anyimaisii thigpace add yesterday | was away.

Desponency turned to relief, upon further enquiry titanspired that my pedals were the last to
leave the stricken factorg divine intervention yet again®ho knows.

With the pedals fitted and new copper brake tubing all rogrditto for the cluth mechanisngA QY
just aboutready totry the pedals. Alse Y& 6 St f 0 dplopdrhyuiti theyedgine i v 2 &
running and the car is movinglenry is pushed to a gentle slope aibwed to rol] everything

works as it should. When you achieve a milestone in anyfiti@dike getting a second wind in a
marahon and this was certainly my second wind.

| now had a rolling chassis that stoppedl &t RA Ry Qdbut3 2 2dza G
when it did itl had the confidence it wad stop. Next the throttle

linkage, unfortunately because of the enginesite the throttle

mechanism worked back to front and would therefore need a little

thought. This coupled with the fact that mMydS R f & 6 SNB a NI O
pedals their movement waslesigned to be minimungo | needed

something that wouldaugmentthis movement. My inspiration

came wherbrowsing a hardware merchansomething | did quie
frequentlywhen | had a problem such as thBomething caught

my eye and set my mind in motioBureka ¢ a bathplug, the type

that stops the water from draininthe bath. The modern ones

have a rubbeseal set in a grove around the perimeter. If |

mountedthe plug onits side and attach it to the throttle spindle, it would be a simple job to run the
GKNRGGES OF 6t S ottoMypPwdnfdR give Ké lingat_tavas gt rould work it clockwise

or anti clockwisein other words kill 2 birds with one plugf you get my drift.

Back home | offered the solution to Henry but it became clear the diameter was insuffleievtien
you press the throttle pedal to the floor, you would only get half timaivement at the enginelime
for teal think.



| have learnt never to throw anythiregvay. Even the most damaged, rusted, broken item may yield
a pattern a thought or a solutioand yet again this proved to be the correct process. Tucked away
on the baclof one of the shelveg my garagewas an old piston from a JAP engine | rebuilt years
ago. Around the piston were@stonrings sitting in 3 grooves....... One hacksaw cut later it
resembled my earlier inspirationa bath plugi2 boltsand some caful drilling and my Jap piston
was ready to be tested as a custom throttle slide. It was smiles all round as it ghavetbst
inspiredof solutions.

The timing of thisuccessvas perfect fora family who regularly stops in obpoliday homes
(www.thewagons.co.ukandhad been enthralled at the progressere die to leave this Saturday

ItQ currently Friday eveningthe fuel tank had been sited and piped up, fresh diesel was poured in
and the moment of truth wasearly upon us. | checked and re checked fluid levelscantirmed

the clutch operation. Everything wa®rrect, he batteries were connected and | wired up the

separate starter button so | could make the whole a single handed operation from the cdckpit.
pressed the button and apart from sparks and a burning smell nothing. Not even the starter whizzing
round, not indeed the solenoid engagement. | jumped out and reverted back to first principles. It
quickly became apparent that for some strange reagfanengine had seized

Even to this day | cannot fathom whig had stood out in the cold for 10 years and never seizkd.

get it running in July and then put away in a warm garage, sheeted down for the winter and it seizes.
Quite bizarre! 8ll the fix iseasy,one big spanner othe pulley nut and bingo. | climb back in the

cockpit and press the starter very carefully. The bigi8®engine turns over and bursts into life,

just as it left the factorymore than 27 years agdt settles into a thumping and very loud; rhythm

as at this point only the manifold is connectedo silencer! €ntatively | depress the clutch, engage
gear andslowly release the pedal. Voileenry moves. He entered the garage Linses had a
successfusex change and exitsmacho Henrwnder his own steam.

The smile on my face was matched in
the morning when | showed our
guests the same 20 foptoll out and
reverse back in the garage,
movement. Remember | still have to
address the steeringfhey were as
thrilled as | wasut now the pressure
was onasits only 10 weeks to the
wedding and we are still iour base
wooden coatand only complete up to
the firewall.

Despite the lack of time | never once felt under pressure believing that so long as | put the hours in
the job would be completed. | constructed the engine cowl and bonnet and Henry now began to
take shape. The radiatpor more to the poinfthe dummy radiator ie the bit th& seen from the

outside of the cars the next major construction. Because its only cosmighe real Mercedes

radiator which cools the engine is sited under the bonnet. Anyway because it does not need to hold
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get a quote.


http://www.thewagons.co.uk/

This was yet anothetefining moment as my ideaof costwasi Y I § OKSR o6& GKS T 0NJ
mate, the materials (Stainless steel) will be £350, labour, welding etc will add another £450 and the
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Back in the garage it became clear that as the radiatdri@need to function | would have to
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tea, me thinks.
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note in the Dales. | retire to the TV and Tea and settle down to vihtchext episodeeven though

my mind is filled with the problem radiator. One particutaursiness Mr Casey visits is a chap who

has dropped out and is making a frugal living making garden objects, wind chimes, stafjeets

of art for the garderetc. Nothing novehereyou may think but the material he usedagt, copperg

everythingin copper. My ears pricked as most of the decorative bits on Henry should be in copper.

Just as h@ about to divulge his secrets the bain of ITV occadverts. After the break Mr Casey

asks himabout the price as he points out that the price of copper hasohes prohibitivethese

days.Not if you know where to logkhe replies; dwhere for gods sake, whekes.... It transpires he

uses old immersion heaters, cuts the top and bottom off splits the remaining barrel and voila a sheet
of copper emerges th& a t1dY 1dz meters.

| raced off and disappeared into the loft. It was about 2 hours

later that my long sufferingvife Julie came into the garage to

alke aK$S O02dzZ RyQi dzyRSNRGFYR gKe
ideas? No | replied but what do you think of ngwncopper
radiator?Only kidding! My brother is a heating engineer and

has a garage full of tanks, he very kindly donated 3 and we

were in business again.

On reflection most of the bulk of construction was fairly
straightforward and not very expensive. asvon timeon
budget and in my mindladalready completed 3 laps of the
Targa Florio.

However It was to prove a false dawn as it wasdhmallitems

| never even considerethat were to cost the money and

take time to resource. For example the radiator grill I could not find anything suitable anywhere. My
local storeg Barnittsg in York was not only a gold mine for sourcing parts but also ideas. It was on
one such trip sedkg a 5 foot piano hingt® use as the bonnet hing#hat | accidentally came across

a rack of sheet metal grill inserts. They were just what | wantedianiidermore any of the designs
would do. | settled on one with simple holes punched into it but & &alf square meter | had

better be careful when cutting.




That weekengdanother set of holidaymakers whwanted the guided tour, was taking interest in my
plight with the cost of the grill. explained | had bought the front grill but the side grills \daueed
more than twice as much again was giving me a headddiemamodded sagelycongratulated

me on progress to date, thdmde me fareweland set sail back from whence they catoghe Isle

of Sheppey.

Thefollowingweek a UPS delivery van appedin the drive and it was with a puzzled brow that |
INBSGSR GKS RNAJSNI tlleplgdidut | was adiéxpedtingadythingRThe a L | Y K
parcel a large and heavy packageas signed for and he disappeargolwn the drive Carrying the

packaye to the garage | had not a clue what it containkowever not for the first time was |

pleasantly surprised when inside | found 10 sheets of mesh grill, a book thiedirst flying in

England (my other passion) and a letter from the chap ongleed Sheppey saying I&found

these and hoped they would come in useful.....

Its moments like these that restore your
confidence that these small islands still
contain some really nice genuiaad
generouspeople.

| now turned to the last remaining major
engineering probleng the steering. Steering
has a lot of black art connected to it and get it
wrong and it could be goodnight midnight.
There are loads of stories on the welnost
written with tongue in cheek about kit car
boys whde fitted steering bogs wrong and upon leaving the garage turning left the car went
NAIKGPDPDPD h ieinevhbBerapprogting Chpaedzer, smiuglyongratulating myself on
my welding, when | heardlaud crackust beforel hittheOl § OK FSy OAy I HE

My approach all aleg was to maximise the engineering on this car neinkent it. For all you
techies out there the original box was mounted well forward on the side of the chassis. It is
connected to the wheels via a steering arm. The simplest solution was to move thedvaards
around thearc of thesteering arm| positioned it temporarily whilst | made sure when you turned
the wheel left the wheels dithdeedturn in that direction. A both the theory and practisseemed
to work | bolted itpermanentlyknowing that he Ackermanrinkage was maintained and | did not
need to replace the steering arm.

All that was now required was to locate the steering wheel emahect it to the steering box, &

minute job, or so | thought. My intention was to mount the steering wheel as near the vertical as

possible as per the original. Howehis conflicted withthe 508asoriginaly the steering wheelvas

mounted flat As Houston onciamouslyd A R dlg SLINRE @68SYé o 9. !, G2 GKS N
couple of days later a 508 shaft and coupling was winging its way northwards. The connection was a
simple matter and now we had steering as well.

The original Hispanonce completedyas veneered and this wasabjl had put off for a long time.
EBAY had provided me with a supplier of mahogany veneer. Although he was a little surprised when
his normal salearound 5 metes, was usurped by thigrange Northern chagsho made a volume



request for....... well 180 ntees! Not for the first time did my explanation for its purpose sound
feeble and far fetched.

Anyway he duly obliged and furthermore supplied it in one length! During this and other bizarre
projects | am amazed by the ability to get objects, items sardices that you would have no chance
in the local Yellow Pages.

Veneering was going fee a 2 man
job, the positioning alone was
impossible for just one person. So
Julie was garnered in the day set
aside for this mammoth task.
Fortunately the big man wgtairs
sent us a calm dry and sunny day
for this task. This allowed us to
wheel Henry out into the garden
allowing greater access. The glue
had been carefully selected and

: , tested, for adhesion, positioning
and durablllty | had asked many professmnalsrtbpmlon which had left me even more confused
as each had a different answer. One chap insisted on contact adhesive, which had | selected would
have been not only disastrous but prohibitively costliaid out everything that | thought we would
need, glie, pasting tableprotective gloves, clean damp cloths, scissors and pteErdharpStaniey
blades.

The sun was warming Henry, the glue and the 2 protagonists nicely and by mid morning we were
ready! The first piece was glukedown without drama and verguickly within 5 minutes of starting.

There were no bubbles, it was accurately aligned and looked superb. Not for the first time did | stand
back in admiration and mentally complete yet another lap of the Targa....
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start from the top and work down or the bottom and work updeed, @ you lay them in one piece
from radiator to the back or treat
the car as bonnet, cockpit and
rear? Oh such fun. By the end of
the dayhalf the car was
completed and it looked
stunning. We completed the car
the following day, with not a
problem or a wrinkle in sight,
even | was impressed. The
biggest problem was removing
the glue from my fingers, clothes
and the pasting table.




Within 48hours the car had been transformed, it now really looked like the original and it sank in
that perhapsjust perhaps we were going to make it after all.

| let the glue dry over the weekend and then set about rubliirtgpwn in preparation for varnishing.
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takes ages to dry and during that process dust is your endime rain kept all the dust outside well

damped down and therefore minimisethmage to the drying process.

The first coat went on Monday nightty completior
had useda full gallon of genuingold fashioned full

fat, varnish. It had been in my possgon for about

20 years and this was its moment. The effect was
fantastic, a deep shedmegan to emerge as each coat
garnered a greater lustre and hence more beauty
Between coats itvas left forat least24 hours and
rubbed downboth carefully and gentlyDate to the
Weddingg 4 weeks. Bcause of the time scale | had
decided that the interiog for the Wedding only was
to be sacrificed. In other words it could be completed
at a later date.

One of the things you learn with varnish is patience,
rush it and it takes 3 times to sort out the mess. So
with this in mind between coats | turned my attention
to other parts of the car and there was plenty to
choose from.
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face and had been working on the liglgten and off¢ for some time. Wiilst at the vintage meeting

at Malloryin 2007, | had scoured the autojumble stafelnoticed a pair ofjenuineMarchal

headlamps. Although not a matched pair they were the same size and with aiflitdeehey would

do nicely. | approached the seller abegan adialogue.

I recallat some stage asking the price buall goes hazy after that. All | do remeéer, is being
frozen to the spot upon hearing higply. Even ater years of high poweredoardmeetingsas a
financial analysivhere | was well trainedn keeping mynner thoughts fromappearing on my fage
howeverthis momenttested all those skills

L Ol y Qwhatth&dr indedd 2sdid as the priceouncedaround mybrain. Inrare situations
like these | find a big smile, lots of nodding and a diplomatic exit work rather wehle .nearest
ambulance wouldhave had the required oxygea revive ny flaggingconsciousnesslthoughat
200 yardd felt | would surely faintong beforereaching it....

Fortunately a passing Fi@r Naslcompletewith barking engine, rattling chaesndthe smell of
Castrol fhad themuch thesame effectand Iquicklyregained my senses.



With the real lightshow totally out of the question the seed was planted that some serious ingenuity

would be requiredSeveral months later and amscheduled visit to Matalan saw me killing time

whilst awaiting the return of ouevery daycar from service Quite by accident and not for the first

time - | found myself in the kitchenware section where a sale was in progress. On the bargain

basement section were 2 stainless steel mixing bowls 11 inches in diagtiepricec reduced to
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found its better to have something tangible upon which to base, modify or construct your ideas
aroundand at £6 even | recognised a bargain

When offeeed up and clamped temporarily in place the Hispavlercedes SpecialHenry came
alive. Now all | had to do wakevelopan idea into a
tangible solution. On a serious note, you do wonder ho
even a reproduction set of lights can cost so much whe
the basc headlamp shells can only be penrsesely
someone somewhere is making a killing.

Over the next few monthshad concluded that a set of
Landrover spot lamps mounted inside my mixing bowls
g2dZZ R YI 1S | FFAN ®Beho 27
another twist offate intervened.
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Christmas and Newe#r have passed and we are at
Morrisons for our weekly shopost husbands endure
this exercisainder sufferance but when | have a projec
such as this o go | find any shoppingan bean

I f £ I dave gf@ldas. Tstrip wasto proveno
exception,Mr Morrison was busy discounting anything
to do with the festive season, lights, decorations, pIateK

kitchenware etcAgain some unseen guiding hand -

appeared to direct me down a particular isl&kknew the moment | sawhem that here was mark I
headlamps, better still there were on offeuy one get one free£3.99...... The great thing about
Morrisons Christmas cake tins is that they come with a stainless steel lid complete with clear Perspex
insert, just made for 124 Hispano racing car copjekank you Mr Morrison

L KIFR | &S (spolampsdhatéouldfit pedfe&lRinside, they were fully adjustable and
now care ofmy Christmas cake tirame with coveras well A quick trip to the local pet store saw a
sheet of the finest rabbit hutch mesh cut and inserted between lid and lamps and voila! A genuine
copy, well a damn good attempt anywagf a set of Marchl headlights A copy that wasxcept for

the price a £3.99 to the untrained eye it would fool &lit the purest.

Nextl turnedmy attention to the mounting stays for the wings and headlights. We have another

passiong even more expensive than vintage cgnace horsesThese ard&ept next doorat the

farm whilst on summer grazirandare visiteddaily. Now fams are great places for my ingenious

and Magpie like qualitie®uring the summerd, KIF R y2GAOSR | &aONJ L¥ LA S
with interest as bits of discarded tractors & combines began to strewn aroOme such itenthat

had caught g eye,were huge lengths of galvanised pipeped from their slumber and replaced

with the ubiquitous plastic. Straight as a die, in unbroken lengths, galvanised and furthermore free!



This is perhaps a good time to introduce a friend who unquestionireped whenever | asked.
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so long that many who have never met him feel they know him like a brotloeice introduced my
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AYRSSR ¢ 2 yWhéthefiitdBxingitractors 2v@lding, bending, deconatiorploughing Mick

iS your man

When | told him of this little projet he said little but you could tell from his attitude he thought me
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knows how to useSo it was to him | turned when it came to bending metal. 2 gaddso#t burning

torch and 20 minutes later, all the wing and headlamp stays were perfectly bent with no creases and

little to disclose they had not been professionally made.

The nexttask turned out to be the mogihysically demanding of all. In order to omd the wings

straight on to the stays the tubing needed flattening, all | had was a big hammer and an anvil upon
which to work. Several hours later all the stays were flattened and | had muscles like Popeye. The
location, bending and size was all a bialtand error but G Claps are very useful pieces of kit. Once
the location and size was decided all | needed to do wagetd and bolthem in place
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back. The overall effect was amazing Henry had eyes and looked more and mar&li&e m dH 1 Qa

racer he was supposed to be. Unfortunatehg tone thing | was unhappy about was the back of the

G/ 1S ¢Ayaés o Siomdint théy deére justbdibperfett butifrom the rear

they looked clumsy and most definitely home mabeas less than pleased.

Sometimes it seems that you take 2 steps forward and one d#uk was just one such occasion.

During the weelmy daughter had rung to say theedding

dress was ready for the final fitting in York and could she meet

dzi GKSNB 2y ¢dzSaRl&d 2Stf LQY y?2
dresseg; other thanpaying for thenx; so Itook this visit to

York towander into my favourite hardware storeBarnitts.
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around the store. By chance | found myself in the cookware
section.The sales staff raised a few eyebrows as this chap kept

picking up mixing bowls measuring them and returning them

to the shelf. At theback there was one suitable bowl! but upon

enquiry all the stock they had was on dispéag as there was

only the one, | left disappointed. As | walked along one of the

prettier streets in Yorkwas aware of a row of potintingin

the sunshine from a shop window in front of me. | followed

the reflections and found myself inhat as you would call

G¢KS LRdzyR akKz2LE o




There before my eyes were stacks of bowlstarfiessSeel, perfect in size and more importantly all

£1 each. lefrained fom asking the price in my excited state and purchasedust to be on the

safe side. Later that day | was amazed at how easy to fit and elegant the resultant modified light
backlooked. | stood back and smiled, the whebeercisehad cost £6.99 (Cake tins £3.99 + 3 bowls

at £1 each) and | had a spare mixing bowl left bvre internals; Landrover spot lightshad been

an unusedpresent when | was going through rilyan® &tage so haih effect cost nothing.

The last major construction

was a set of mudguards and

now these wauld have to be
addressedMetal was out of

the question due to time and

cost. Fiberglassnot my

favourite mediumg was also

ruled out,which frankly left

little in the way ofchoice. My
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what you know, play to your
AO0NBYy3IiKaE dthat yR &2
having spent many years

designing and bulding my

things fromwood that. G dzNJ/ SR (i 2¢ tinvbér. Woadth&asBoma dréatproperties and

some weaknesses the trick is to maximise your stiengthilst minimising your weaknesses.

Plywood had enormous strength, is cheap, plentiful and can be cut easily. However it can only be
bent in one direction at a time ie compound curves are out. With a little thought | built a test jig out
of 2 identicalpieces of plywood bent to shape then glued to the jig and screwed down for good
measure.

Many problemsoccurbecause of impatiencégi 2 L f STl (GKS dagAy3ITé G2 RNER 2
cut arourd 20 pieces of 1 inch thick pine and carefully gltlein to the surface of thésandwiclg

of ply. This gave me a wing around 2 feet lohinches wide and about an inch and a half thick.

With a jig savthe profile was easily cut to shape and with a belt sariddraped the wing which

started to look like a wingemarkably quickly nlall Ihad spent about an hour the shaping and the

whole exercisdooked extremely acceptablé. looked good, was relatively quick and easy to make,

which left only one question to answer, would it be strong enough.
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a tap and built up to quite wack, certairityeverydg use it was very sturdy. In fact the tests | put it

to would be rather more than | dare on my everyday car. Satisfied that this method of construction
was suitable | proceeded with both front and rear wing jigs.
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In fact just how strong the wing provédbeOl YS 2y S RI & ¢KSy L gl a ol O A
the drive. Unable to see clearly I noticed all too late that | had run over somethimgfturned out

to be the test wingEven after this rough treatment iti refused to break crack or twistry that

with your aluminium or steel cycle wiramd have a look at it afterwards....
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ultimately changed this to dark brownpaint finish as per the originalVith the wings lights and

veneer in place | now had what | thought was a beautiful car and although not the qrigirag

Henry looked eady to tackle the Targa Floria, jlike its inspiration had in 1924.

As | mentioned earlier the
finishing touchesot only make
the car but also cost the most
and so it proved. The windscreen
had been decided upon months
32 odzi Fa &@Sd L KIR)
suitable one on the web. Ebay
came to the rescue with a
Brooklands screenall be itin
red - of all colours. Perhas

because of theed colour, |
managed to acquire it brand new
for £36. Whilst there | found a
great period brass horoomplete with intact and wperishedbulb. When lenquired if it worked
okay,the vendor blew it down the phoneit worked alright andvould be perfect.

Perhaps the find of the build was saved until [&ne Saturday morning there appeared a masgot

reputedly from a pre war Hispanpit was on a buy it now and hdmken listed foljust 2 hours.

Although it wouldadd the finisling touch,it was expensive. Secondly the chap who had advertised it
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to find it. This allowed me litle longer to think about it but not long...

Mark, the postmanaNNRA 3SR FyR L NBfl @SR (GKS ad2NEB FyR Y& R
Iy &g S NE cotnéadl this waand although expensivéhis is the icingonthe cakle | 2 dzQf f g A f f
never get another chanée ®etukned to the computer with the simple vow thitit was still

available | would buy it. One week latdark returned waving

aspeciabox that needed signing for. It was a Saturday and our

next guests were admiring progress before leaviexgitedly, it

was unwrapped, admiredVe then had, what can oly be

described as thelosest thing to @pping off ceremony by
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fantastic and endowed Henuyif he needed anyg with his

final piece of credibility.
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we tried to build him in a way that meant something to all

those involved. All too frequently yaueet peoplewho know

the cost of everything and the value of nothing. We had tried

to build smething and instil into our children that being

unique, original and surrounding yourselves with possession

that not only function but have meanirig every bit as
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camper in which wéad travelled on many great family holidaysd never let us down and carried

wonderful memoriesWe had used wood from our windows, copper from my brothers house and

latterly a beam of wood that had come from Laura and fiemcés 200 year oldottagel ¥4 SNJ A (G Qa
rebuild. Even the mascot was reputedly from a pre war Hispano but there was oneuelstthat

we had to put in place.

Since an early age my daughter had not only fallen in love with horse but had grown up fohewing

dream of riding them in races professionally. Now with that successful part of her life behind her she

had continued working for a top trainer as a manager in one of his yards. 2008 was not only her big

year but it was to be a big year for one of loharges, a racehorse called Madam Trop Vite (Madam

very quick in French). Madam Trop Vite had rapidly progressed through the racing ranks and was
SYGSNBR Ay | a[AaiGSRé o0KAIK ANF RSO NI OS | bSgodz
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excitement that we watched live on TV her next performance at Doncaster in September, where she

made her next appearance. This time in a group 2 (even better gecadlell the Flying Childers, she

was a little more fanciedbut notmuch¢cl & G KS Ga2dzi KSNYySNARé KIR RS&ao$s:
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Trop Vite muscled her way nohly to the front but stuck her head out on the line, it mattered not,

she had obliged yet again.

Now you may be wondering why that little story has crept into an article on a Hispano replica? Well
simplereally, we phone Kevithe trainer)and his lovef wife Jill and requested the front shoes

when she was rshod. These would make, when polished up and mounted, the perfect steps. We
received the shoes the blacksmith made the support

step and it now stands in perpetuity, a perfect end to a
nice little sbry.
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and even thinking about making the last piece in the
puzzlec a wooden steering wheel. They say that pride
comes before a fall and on reflection that Monday 12
days before the wedding will be dubbethbk Monday. |
had just installed théMercedes owginal radiator all

painted and smart looking. The body was shining
through 6 coats of clear varnish, the wings and lights
looked resplendent and Henry was ready for her final
fluids in preparation for a futest drive. | thought something was not quite right when after a couple
of gallons of water in the radiator | could not see the levels coming up. | looked a little closer and
noticed that the radiator had more holes than radiator. My first thought was liad been caused

by frost damage and if the radiator had frozen what had it done to the engine?

After removing the radiator and examining it | deduced that as all the holes were around the base

that the holes were aresult of corrosion not frost. It waéfl with trepidation that | took the radiator
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ready for collection. Next door to Kingston Radiaiera sheet metal fabricators, worth a call in |






